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Liberal Studies Courses
LIBS 200 - Popular Culture as Liberal Study
Hours: 3
Film, television, music, fashion, video games, sport, museums, cultural heritage, folklore… popular culture surrounds us, and this course invites the
chance to explore why. Through readings and discussion, this course will apply an interdisciplinary approach to examining popular culture across its
social, historical, political, and global contexts.

LIBS 300 - Introduction to Liberal Studies
Hours: 3
An introduction to interdisciplinary study and the Liberal Studies major. Through readings in the arts, humanities, social sciences, and sciences, students
will develop an appreciation and understanding of disciplinary perspectives. Emphasis on learning how to conduct efficient and effective information
searches.

LIBS 340 - Seminar in Critical Inquiry
Hours: 3
In-depth exploration of a sustained topic throughout a semester employing content analysis methods, such as textual, visual, or cultural-historical
approaches. May be repeated with change of topic.

LIBS 350 - Seminar in Global Human Rights and Social Justice
Hours: 3
A critical examination of instances and mechanisms of injustice, their historical, contextual, and/or sociocultural significances, and the variety of
responses that serve to promote advocacy, resistance, and positive social change.

LIBS 360 - From Question to Creation: The Practice and Production of Knowledge
Hours: 3
A cross-disciplinary investigation of a key thematic question. This course introduces students to the breadth of discipline-specific theory, methodology,
and their practical applications to such investigation. May be repeated with change of topic.

LIBS 397 - Special Topic
Hours: 1-4
Special Topics. One to four semester hours. Organized class. May be repeated when topics vary

LIBS 400 - Liberal Studies Senior Seminar
Hours: 3
This course provides each student in the Liberal Studies Program with opportunities for making connections among his or her concentration, support
fields, other educational experiences, and possible careers. A project reflecting a sound application of research methods, analytical frameworks, or
performance criteria and a learning-outcomes learning assessment will also be required. Must be taken in final semester. Prerequisites: LIBS 300 with
minimum grade of C.

LIBS 405 - Gender and Visual Representations
Hours: 3
This interdisciplinary course examines the embodiment of gender, its performance and representation in visual culture. Aiming to enable students to
think critically about historical and contemporary visual representations of gender, the students will apply critical analysis in order to examine how works
of art, media productions and texts that accompany them, shape varied meanings and perceptions of gender. The topics examined in this course include
but are not limited to the following: visual representations of gender and gender relations, gender and power, the politics of visual representations,
gender and religion, and representations of gender in popular media.

LIBS 415 - Explorations in Visual Culture
Hours: 3
By its nature, Visual Culture is an interdisciplinary concept that examines civilizations’ visual media, which can include art, aesthetics, film, television,
performance, installations, architecture, comic books/graphic novels, popular culture and more. Drawing upon new approaches in art history, media
studies, gender studies, literary and social theory, and discuss their cultural, political, and aesthetic implications. A focus is placed on cultivating an
informed and critically engaged viewer, in order to empower and enrich individual visual experience, and to cultivate visual literacy.

LIBS 425 - Ways of Seeing & Knowing
Hours: 3
The sensible world is what we see all around us and is constantly changing. How do people learn about any one thing in the world with certainty if the
only thing for sure is change? This course critically examines the ideas of thinkers and writers who pay special attention to this problem in works of
philosophy, literature, science, and theology. Topics include but are not limited to justice, love, friendship, death, human excellence, and human dignity.
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LIBS 489 - Independent Study
Hours: 0-4
Individualized instruction/research at an advanced level in a specialized content area under the direction of a faculty member. May be repeated when the
topic varies.

LIBS 490 - Honors Thesis
Hours: 3
Individualized instruction/research at an advanced level in a specialized content area under the direction of a faculty member resulting in the
presentation of a thesis and its defense.

LIBS 491 - H Ind Honors Readings
Hours: 3
H Ind Honors Readings Individualized instruction/research at an advanced level in a specialized content area under the direction of a faculty member.
Prerequisites: Consent of Honor's College advisor. May be repeated when the topic changes.

LIBS 497 - Special Topic
Hours: 0-4
Hours: One to four - Organized class Note May be graded on a satisfactory (S) or unsatisfactory (U) basis. May be repeated when topics vary


